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Five residents who had

been instrumental in bringing

Ihc Community Prcservaiion
Act lo Inwn five years ago
critiqued Ihc work of Ihc

Community Prcservaiion
Committee on Thursday
morning.

David Hincs. Ed
McGlinchcy. Angela
Scics*ka. Kay roster and
Rulh Rowley gathered in Ihc
Mural Kuuin with the CPC lo

share Ihcir opinions of the
committee's worl thus far

and ways il cmild improve fur

(lie noil five years.

"We're concerned Ihc new
t |>rojccls being presented (to

Hie CPC for CPA funds! arc
vciy cipctiMvv ami d<> n»i

represenl the priorities of Ihc

CI'A." Hincs said. "V.'c feel
y.io need a scl of guidelines

>liowing the intentions of the
voters rclulivc lo spending.

We want lo make sure all the
legs are equally funded and

Ilial constituents know it's nut

an unlimited fund."

The three legs of CPA

funding are open space, his-
lorical preservation and
affordable housing. Hincs

praised Ihe committee for its
work in saving ihc O'Neil

Farm, the Delano properly
and restoring the Island Creek

l:ish Udder and roof on the

King Caesar House. However,

a couple of residents fell

recent projects, such as Ihc

Wright Building and the

Tarkiln Community Center,

should rutl have CPC support.

Tarkiln is a town build

ing, li's a lown decision, tl

should not be a CPA project
just because the money is

there." Foster said.

"Some projects, like
T.irkiln. u.io CPA funds as a

substitute for the Inwn."
Scics/ka said. They look lo

CI'A funds (o substitute what

the town should b* spending.
This happened with Ihc

Wright Uuilding to some
cslcnl. Ion."

Mines suggested Ihc CPC
consider crafting guidelines

fur hearing projcvl proposals.

He said he wauled to prevent

Ilic situation thai just

occurred in llingham when

CPC Vice Chairwoman Pat
Lorinj thanked Ma live rest-
dents who came to the com-
millet's meeting fasl Thursday
morning lor sharing their
thoughts about how Ihe group
should operate in Ihe (ulure.

voters moved u> close down

tlic CPA.

"What it happeniog is akin

lo a feeding frenzy. People

are wanting full funding,

which could create voter
backlash." Hincs said. "I
think we are al a lipping

point. Developing a sel of
guidelines makes your jnb
easier and il gives Ihc lown

something to work with."

CPC Chairwoman Pal
Loring said the CPC has no
control ove'r what projects are
brought before ihe commit
tee.

more towns ind cities idopi.

cd Ihc CPA. thai the slate

match of 100 percent would

change. Foster disagreed.

The (rend is that towns

don'i seem willing to las.

themselves to join." rosier
said.

She added (hat in the past.

the CPC had purchased prop,
erties. knowing the money in

fully fund the project was
forthcoming. Foster suggest
ed instituting a moratorium i»
build up a reserve. CPC
Treasu or George Wailsworth

and CI'C member Sarianna
Seewald disagreed with
I-'iMl

lo move on this lypc of proj.

eel uuuld mean losing llic p.v-

cct alliugcllicr. In response lo
building a reserve.
Wadsworlh said Hie CI>C did
not have many request* for
Annual Town Meeting lhi\

coming March, which meant
reserves cnutd he built.

Scicv.kj suggested ilui

Ihe CPC buy land and set it
aside for future projects.

The CPA could be a fund
to buy land for open space,

historical preservation and
housing." Scicszka said.

"Ouy Ihe land and put il aside

until Ihc project is ready to

go. It's a simple, clean

approach to Ihc three tiers."

Rowley asked the CPC lo

"I think we are at a Upping poinl. Developing a sel ol guide-

-David Hlnet

"Before il was open space

and now it"* historic preser

vation. We get an uneven

amount of projects," Lnring

said. "Guidelines would prob
ably help."

Hincs suggested Ihc CPC
lake a five-year look at iis

goals, starling with a lown-

widc survey to determine how
volets viewed Ihc division of

CPA funds totaling about J2
million annually.

This issue is making Ihc
program match what Ihe vast

majority of people warn."
Hincs said.

CPC member Tony Kelso
said he was cnnccmcd that as

.1, Ed McGllnchey. „.

— Rowloy asked the CPC lo
requests lor CPA funding.

, __j, Kay Foster and

create guidelines lor hearing

be firm with applicants that

their proposed projects be

well thought out and held dur
ing a public hearing so that

Ihc townspeople could pro
vide input.

_ "The atmosphere we are in

is'I've got an idea. I'll gel Ihc
money and then think about

Ihc wrinkles.'" Rowley said.

"The CPC needs lo say 'don't

bring us an idea unless it's
been thought through.""

McClinchey. who used to

be a member of Ihe CPC. said
(lie committee's approach n>

presenting articles al town

meeting needs to change as

well lo ensure thai Ihc board

is neutral and only offer? its

recommendation, allowing

Ihe group making ihc propos

al lo speak on lown meeting

floor. Hines said he and the

other residents who attended

the CPC's meeting on
Thursday would be willing lo

help Ihe CPC administer a
survey about the CPA fund lo

Ihe lown as well as research

how other towns are coping
with the nesl five years.

Loring said she appreciat

ed ihe five residents' input

and promised thai the CPC

would have a discussion

about goal selling.


